Enigmas & Dreams
Works on paper by Alvin Jang and Anna Wong

This exhibition offers up a dynamic pairing of two under-recognized local
Chinese Canadian artists. Despite their radically differing aesthetics, both work
serially, leaning toward art-making that resists resolution and embraces process.

A strong sense of the surreal streams through Alvin Jang'’s sci-fi-inspired

series The Colony (1982), depicting a colourful world overrun by an increasingly
dense population of worms, and through Pillow Talk (2000), evoking a
hallucinatory series of dreams, rendered in a dense style that deliriously straddles
representation and abstraction. A selection of abstract drawings and prints by
Anna Wong from the late 1960s vividly brings to light the hybridity of her energetic
visual vernacular, which marries the gesturality of Chinese brush painting with the
mark-making of Abstract Expressionism.

For these series, Jang and Wong create through experimentation and play, rather
than sticking to circumscribed paths. Eschewing straightforward interpretation,
these enigmatic works push against a sense of fixedness or finality, inviting us to
parse what fresh narratives they carry.

Enigmas & Dreams also features a specially commissioned title wall by Brother
Jopa, a Vancouver-based lettering artist, designer, and muralist, who specializes
In hand-drawn typography and calligraphy. Sandy Yau did the Chinese
calligraphy.

- Zoe Chan

About the Artists

Alvin Ngai Ping Jang ElZ&HE (b. 1950) is a Chinese Canadian artist who has

spent the past 57 years working in drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture.
He graduated from the Vancouver School of Art specializing in painting and
printmaking, and has maintained a daily studio practice since the early 1970s from
his home studio In Steveston.

Artist and master printmaker Anna Wong =4255 (b. 1930-d. 2013) was born
and raised in Vancouver. After a year of studying Chinese brush painting in Hong
Kong, Wong earned a degree in creative printmaking at the Vancouver School of
Art. She went on to study at the Pratt Graphics Center in New York City and then
taught there for nearly two decades. In the 1960s and 1970s, she represented
Canada in multiple international print biennials.
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To listen to an audio recording of this text,
please scan the QR code with your smartphone.



