Hazel Meyer
The Marple in the Basement

Straddling the intimate and the monumental, the comical and the serious, Hazel
Meyer's site-specitic exhibition The Marble in the Basement looks to the legacy of
late Canadian artist and experimental filmmaker Joyce Wieland (b.1930; d.1998) to
work across questions of inheritance, value, and care.

Centered on a pile of marble scraps that possibly once belonged to Wieland,

The Marble in the Basement bubbles over with juicy details of its origin story that
leave us brimming with questions. Is the story about how Meyer became friends
with Jane Rowland, the owner of Wieland’s house following the artist’s death, or
how Meyer got to tour Wieland’s former home? Or is it about the slabs of marble
found in Wieland'’s basement that Rowland gitted Meyer? Beyond the pleasure
of these gossipy particulars, Meyer encourages us to contemplate artistic value,
legacy, ownership, collecting, and official histories. She asks: “What gets stored
in a shoebox? Deposited into an archive? Shoved into a corner? Catalogued as
important?”

Meyer reimagines the Gallery as a Basement. Built from readily available materials,

it functions as an immersive installation and a set for a series of performances to
take place during the month of May. This playful space houses an eclectic selection
of works including the puppet Marble; a karaoke-inspired video captioned with the
lyrics from Diana Ross’ feminist disco ballad “It's My House”; a textile work spelling
out “WHAT IT MEANS TO GROW UP POUR;" and a drawing of a “glory hole” with a
bite taken out of it.

In elaborating relationships among mismatched objects, figures, and references,
The Marble in the Basement also displays Meyer’s desire to situate her own practice
within lineages of queer kinship. Contemplating the performance, which traces her
relationship to Joyce Wieland’'s marble, she writes: “| mapped a sprawling, erratic
and radiating cosmos—a queered chronology.”

Hazel gratefully acknowledges support from the Canada Council for the Arts, and Shannon Cochrane of FADO
Performance Art Centre, who first commissioned The Marble in the Basement in 2020. Special thanks to Zoé
Chan and the Richmond Art Gallery. Hazel would also like to give deep appreciation to Kelsey Steeves, Calla
Soderholm & the Shumka Centre’s Art Apprenticeship Network, Eric Tkaczyk, Anita Rochon, Ben James, Cait
McKinney, performers past and present: Moe Angelos, Stephen Jackman-Torkoff & Alysha Seriani.

AR Listen to an audio recording of this label.
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