SIDE CORE: under city

Curated by Shaun Dacey

Richmond Art Gallery presents the first North
American exhibition of the Japanese artist
collective SIDE CORE (est. 2012), comprising
Takasu Sakie, Matsushita Tohru, and Nishihiro
Taishi, with video director Harimoto Kazunori.
Known for site—specific projects that blur the
boundaries between contemporary art, skate
culture, and urban infrastructure, the Tokyo-
based collective creates works exploring the
often-overlooked spaces of the city—from
highways and railroads to drainage tunnels
and underground waterways.

At the heart of the exhibition is rode work ver.
under city, a multichannel video installation
created in collaboration with skate film crew Far
East Skate Network. The work captures skaters
navigating Tokyo's subterranean environments,
storm water basins, disused transit tunnels, and
maintenance corridors, transforming utilitarian
spaces into expressive terrains and linking
Isolated structures into a speculative undercity.

SIDE CORE filmed inside the Kanda River/
Ring Road No. 7 Underground Retention Basin,

located forty meters below ground. The facility
features a cylindrical tunnel 12.5 meters In
diameter stretching 4.5 kilometers, with a
storage capacity of 540,000 cubic meters,
designed to absorb Tokyo's typhoon flooding.

This project emerged against Tokyo's
gentrification following the 2021 Olympics. As
skateboarding entered the Games and street
culture increasingly commodified, SIDE CORE
turned to the underground: "Since action is
restricted on the city's surface, we aim to find
new sites of expression in the underground.”

Richmond, like Tokyo, is heavily regulated, built
on reclaimed land, and shaped by the constant
risk of natural disaster. rode work ver. under city
collapses the boundaries between visibility and
Invisibility, surface and depth, play and policy,
Inviting audiences to reconsider how cities are
navigated, controlled, and reimagined.

This exhibition is part of the 2026 Capture
Photography Festival Selected Exhibition Program.
We also acknowledge the generous support of our
hotel sponsor the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel.
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