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ABOUT THE RICHMOND ART GALLERY 
 
The Richmond Art Gallery is a non-profit organization, which means we are not in the business of selling 
art like a commercial gallery would be.  Our mandate is to exhibit and collect contemporary art.  We show 
art for visitor’s enjoyment and learning.  Our educational programs complement the exhibitions to help 
develop visual literacy and educate visitors about contemporary art practices. 
 

SCHOOL ART PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 
The School Art Program has been developed for Elementary Students and Teachers to experience the 
contemporary arts in Richmond.  The goal of the program is to educate students about contemporary art, 
practice art skills, and to develop visual literacy.  We do this by: 

 
 

• Viewing and talking about 
works of art in the Gallery 

 
• Learning vocabulary 

relevant to the visual arts 
 

• Discussing the context of 
artworks  

 
• Discussing art processes 

and materials used in the 
work we view 

 
• Creating art projects related 

to the exhibition and tour    
 
 

 
 

 

While in the Gallery : Gallery Rules 
 

It is important for all visitors to remember these rules of the Gallery: 
 
• Do not touch the artworks or walls unless you are told it is ok to touch. Please stay at least 12 

inches away from the artwork.  Touching damages the artworks. 
• Do not take still or video images of the artworks.  Artwork is copyrighted by the artist and may not 

be photographed or copied.  Photos are permitted in the art studio while your workshop is in 
session. 

• Switch off cell phone ringers while on your gallery tour. 
• Absolutely no running or yelling in the Gallery.  Please be respectful of the Gallery space and 

careful around the artworks. 
• During the workshops, please do not touch other’s artworks.  It is important for each young artist 

to work on their art by themselves.  
 
 

For Your Information: 
 

• Most art projects take at least one day to dry.  Please arrange for pick-up of artworks at a later date. 
• Free parking is available at the Cultural Centre parking lot, just off Granville Avenue.   
• The Gallery is completely accessible to people with disabilities. 
• Washrooms are located in the Cultural Centre rotunda behind the front desk, and there is one unisex stall 

in the art studio. 



RICHMOND art gallery - School Art Program – Teacher’s Guide 
 

3 

 

IN THE GALLERY: WHO YOU WILL SEE 
 

 
Ingrid Koivukangas 
 
Ingrid Koivukangas is a first generation Finnish-Canadian 
environmental artist.  She creates permanent and temporary 
site-specific sculptures as well as land-based gallery 
installations, which include video, photography, sound, and 
the Internet.  Her interactive works have been exhibited locally, 
nationally and internationally. 
 
Much of Ingrid’s work is an attempt to provide the viewer with a 
starting point to begin contemplating their own landscape and 
possibly their part in its preservation.  Viewers are encouraged 
to leave the gallery to visit sites where the work can be found 
and to interact with the work in a natural setting.  For her show 
The Finn Slough Project, viewers are invited to visit the 
ephemeral site-specific piece on location at Finn Slough or  

online at her website (www.ingrid-koivukangas.com).  The culmination of her activity in Finn Slough will 
be documented and presented in the Gallery as an interactive, mixed-media installation incorporating 
photography, the Internet, and microscopes.     
 
Ingrid Koivukangas is currently living in North Vancouver, and teaches New Media at Langara College.  
She was a graphic designer for many years before completing a Bachelor of Fine Art at Okanagan 
University College in Kelowna, and a Masters of Fine Art at the University of Calgary.  Ingrid also teaches 
international workshops in environmental art, where participants learn firsthand how and why she works 
in, and with, the land. 
(Image credit – Ingrid Koivukangas , Finn Slough: Point in Summer) 
 
 
 

Craig Sibley 
 
Craig Sibley is a sculptor based in Vancouver, 
BC.  His works often use local wood products 
and relate to the BC environment.  His large-
scale works made of wood, steel and latex are 
simplified organic shapes and lines to create 
unique forms that were developed from his close 
observations of nature.  Craig has a diverse 
background in fine arts training, boat building 
and furniture building skills, and public art 
commissions.  He uses all these experiences to 
create ambiguous, metaphoric structures.   
 
For his work in Biophilia: If Trees Had Tears, Craig uses the wood of the Mountain Pine Tree to reference 
the destruction caused the by the Mountain Pine Beetle in BC forests.  After viewing the devastation in 
BC forests first-hand, he wanted to create works that respond to both this devastation and to the idea of 
how we are all connected to the environment.  His sculptures will be new forms he has created from 
Mountain Pine wood, based on the idea of the trees suffering and the tears shed due to the pain of loss.   
 
Craig Sibley received a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Okanagan University College in Kelowna.  He has 
shown in solo and group exhibitions in Canada since 1992, as well as recent exhibitions in New Zealand.  
His works are held in public and private collections in British Columbia and Alberta. 
(Image credit – Craig Sibley, Samadhi)




